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9Los 70 logros de la JEP que han transformado el país en 6 años
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CASE 07:  RECRUITMENT
AND USE OF CHILDREN
IN THE ARMED CONFLICT
Type of defendant: Farc-EP and armed forces

The SJP determined that the recruitment and use of children 
belonging to Indigenous Peoples aggravated the risk of physical and 
cultural extinction of these peoples. The former Farc-EP took advan-
tage of the historical vulnerability of these communities, caused by 
racism and lack of state protection, to reach their territories with pro-
mises of aid, or through the imposition of social and territorial norms, 
affecting their traditions and self-government structures.

The impact of 
recruitment on 
Ethnic Peoples  
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Characterization 
of sexual violence 
associated with 
the recruitment
of minors

For the first time in the history of the prosecution of the armed 
conflict in Colombia, former leaders of the Farc-EP were charged 
with macrocriminal patterns, that include ill-treatment, torture, ho-
micide and sexual and reproductive violence. Regarding sexual and 
reproductive violence practices, the judicial panel found that, al-
though they were prohibited by internal Farc-EP regulations, their 
leaders omitted their duties as commanders to adopt effective me-
asures to control the troops under their command and thus prevent 
and sanction these acts. Of the victims recruited, 24% reported ex-
periencing some form of gender-based violence during their time in 
the ranks of the former guerrilla. Of these victims, 91% are women, 
9% are men and 7% identified as having a diverse sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity.
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The work of the 
Autonomous 

System of advocacy 
for victims
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After more than 20 years of search, and thanks to the articu-

lated work of the forensic teams of the Unit for the Search of Per-
sons presumed as Disappeared and the Forensic Technical Support 
Group of the Investigation and Prosecution Unit of the SJP, the first 
13 bone structures were found, and the first four bodies of people 
who disappeared in the context of the armed conflict were identi-
fied in one of the most emblematic places of the armed conflict in 
Medellín: La Escombrera.

Forensic findings 
at La Escombrera 

confirm victims’ 
historical claims
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63

Forensic intervention at this site was ordered by the Chamber 
in Cases of Absence of Acknowledgement of Truth and Responsi-
bility in August 2020, at the request of victims’ organizations and 
searching families. After extensive preparation, the intervention has 
taken more than nine months of work, in which 38,000 cubic meters 
of soil have been removed. In charge of this process is a forensic te-
chnical team composed of a lead anthropologist and 18 other people 
working at the site, including engineers, machinists, surveyors, ope-
rators, drivers and laborers.
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70
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72Paths for the 
imposition of 
sanctions

The SJP created an internal path to transform the restorative 
initiatives of the victims and the participants into viable projects that 
allow the imposition of  restorative sanctions and the materialization 
of the measures to contribute to the reparation. In addition, it agreed 
with the National Government, within the framework of the Articula-
tion Instance, on the way to promote and implement such restorative 
projects. These paths are essential to achieve two of the fundamen-
tal objectives of the SJP: to avoid impunity by imposing restorative 
sanctions that result in effective restriction of rights, as well as in 
the satisfaction of the victims’ desires and, with this, to transform 
the structural conditions that perpetuate violence in the country, thus 
seeking to guarantee non-repetition.

71 Benchmarks in the 
adversarial trial 

A transitional adversarial trial was completed in less than a 
year  against retired Colonel Publio Hernán Mejía. This procedural 
stage began after the officer did not accept his responsibility for war 
crimes and crimes against humanity, and the Investigation and Pros-
ecution Unit (UIA) accused him of committing 35 representative acts 
of murder and other crimes, which resulted in the victimization of 72 
people. This type of trial seeks to guarantee, beyond the standards 
of the ordinary justice system, both the participation of the victims 
and the due process of the defendant, in a model that offers speedy 
proceedings and ample evidentiary debate.
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73
Internal and 

external articulation 
agreements for the 

imposition
of sanctions 

The SJP defined the guidelines that orient the internal and in-
ter-institutional articulation path to implement Restorative Initia-
tives, Plans, Programs and Projects. This agreement clearly defines 
the concrete institutional commitments for the effective implemen-
tation of the restorative projects that will allow for the materializa-
tion of the Restorative Sanctions and the measures to contribute to 
the reparation imposed by the SJP. The agreements reached have 
allowed a more coordinated work for the imposition of the Restor-
ative Sanctions to be met by the most responsible perpetrators, 
which will provide the truth and acknowledge responsibility. Having 
clear guidelines on this process, is essential to guarantee the rights 
of victims, provide legal certainty to defendants, and to consolidate 
an effective restorative approach that redresses violated rights and 
contributes to reconciliation.
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Subsala Costa Caribe

Subsala Catatumbo

Subsala Casanare

The Non-Prosecution Path in the country
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Los 70 logros de la JEP que 
han transformado el país

La Guajira 10

Cesar 15

Norte de Santander 37

Arauca 2

Cundinamarca 6

Meta 6

Caquetá 24

Guaviare 9

Amazonas 1

Magdalena 1

Sucre 2

Bolívar 8

Antioquia 22

Chocó 4

Bogotá 14

Valle del Cauca 3
Cauca 2

Putumayo 22

Nariño 1

Huila 1

Tolima 8

Santander 18

88
Municipalities

23
Departments

Boyacá 2

Monitoring
Anticipated TOARs

267
TOARs
submitted

218
Certified
TOARs

61
TOARs in 
process

6
TOARs
withdrawn

14,700
Monitored
working hours

145
Activities

61
Works

59
Projects
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3.536
Defendants

984
Women

2.565
Men

2.968
Former Farc-EP
members

165
Armed Forces

1
State Agents

408
No validated

2
Civilian third
parties

Monitoring
Anticipated TOARs

267
TOARs
submitted

218
Certified
TOARs

61
TOARs in 
process

6
TOARs
withdrawn

14,700
Monitored
working hours

145
Activities

61
Works

59
Projects
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Acción contra minas antipersonal

Búsqueda personas desaparecidas

Educación, alfabetización y
capacitación

Infraestructura rural y urbana

Medio ambiente, naturaleza y
territorio

Memorialización y reparación
simbólica

Proyectos productivos

Violencias sexuales y de género 3
4

16
95

14
1
4

Restorative 
linesMonitoring
Anticipated TOARs

267
TOARs
submitted

218
Certified
TOARs

61
TOARs in 
process

6
TOARs
withdrawn

14,700
Monitored
working hours

145
Activities

61
Works

59
Projects
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COMPOSITION OF THE
JUDICIAL PANELS AND THE PEACE TRIBUNAL

PANELS

JUDICIAL PANEL FOR THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF TRUTH RESPONSABILITY 
AND DETERMINATION OF FACTS AND CONDUCTS

JUDICIAL PANEL FOR AMNESTY OR PARDON

JUDICIAL PANEL FOR DETERMINATION OF LEGAL SITUATIONS
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COURT

CHAMBER IN CASES OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT
OF TRUTH AND RESPONSABILITY 

CHAMBER IN CASES OF ABSENCE ACKNOWLEDGMENT
OF TRUTH AND RESPONSABILITY 

 REVIEW CHAMBER 

APPEALS CHAMBER 

INVESTIGATION AND 
PROSECUTION UNIT

DIRECTOR OF THE UIA EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

Magistrate
(r.i.p)
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Valledupar
Sincelejo

Cúcuta

Bucaramanga

Medellín
Quibdó

Bogotá

Villavicencio

Florencia

Neiva
Pasto

Turbo

Cali

Carrera 15 # 99a 20-22

Calle 31 # 3-29 piso 3

Carrera 16 No. 15-75

Carrera 23 #18-61

Calle 20 No. 11 - 105

Calle 22 No16 -27. Piso 5

Calle 10 # 5-50

Carrera 14 #13-35 piso 2

Calle 7 #6-59 Local 202

Cra. 46 #50-63

Calle 35 # 19-65

Calle 38 No. 30a - 25

Carrera 7 # 63-44 

San José del Guaviare
Avenida colonizadores # 29 - 91




